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SoS 
Vikings’ Case 
finally finds 
his place 
Well-traveled former backup 
QB Keenum leads Minnesota 


into the NFL playoffs. In Sports 
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Debt still dragging down Gen Xers 


Younger, older people 
throwing off shackles 


Paul Davidson 
USA TODAY 


Generation X continues to struggle 
with debt while Millennials and Baby 
Boomers make positive strides, accord- 
ing to a new report. 

Experian’s State of Credit report 
paints a relatively healthy picture for 
Americans: The average credit score 
rose from 673 to 675 over the 12 months 
ending last June, the highest since 679 
in 2007, before the Great Recession be- 
gan. Consumer confidence is up sharp- 
ly, and the Federal Reserve said this 


week that credit card debt hit a recordin 
November. That’s a good sign for con- 
sumer spending but could spell trouble 
down the road if the economy and labor 
market weaken. 

Some age groups handle debt and 
manage their creditworthiness better 
than others, according to the credit re- 
porting agency. Here’s a rundown (Note: 
the precise range of generations is often 
debated. This story reflects how Experi- 
an defined the ranges for its research): 


Generation Z (Ages 18-20) 
Average credit score: 634 


Members of this group are just estab- 
lishing credit, but they’re off to a good 
start. They have an average of 1.44 credit 


People pull a mock “ball and chain” 
symbolizing student debt in St. Louis. 
PAUL J. RICHARDS/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Millennials average less than 
Gen Xers in non-mortgage 
debt at $22,784. 


cards per person, less than half the U.S. 
average, and a typical credit card bal- 
ance of $2,047, less than a third of the 
national average. They seem to be tak- 
ing on more student loan debt than prior 
generations at their age as college tu- 
ition costs ratchet higher, said Kelley 
Motely, Experian’s director of analytics. 


Millennials (Ages 21-34) 
Average credit score: 638 


Many graduated from college during 
or shortly after the Great Recession, 
which ended in 2009. That forced many 
to take lower-paying jobs, setting back 
their careers. They’re digging out. Their 


See DEBT, Page 2A 
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Case from 1994 gives 
Trump team guidance 


Lawyers look at Espy investigation as a 
roadmap in Russia probe negotiations 


Ex-general wary 
of N. Korea military 


South Korean retiree warns that 
North’s military powerful, committed 


Numbers tell tragic 
story of mudslides 


30 square miles, 17 dead, eight 
missing in Southern California slides 


IN MONEY 


12 must-see vehicles 
ready to hit the road 


Next week’s Detroit auto show will 
exhibit variety of SUVs, cars, pickups 


IN LIFE 


Camila Cabello: 2017 
‘Best year of my life’ 


Former Fifth Harmony 
singer releases album 
riding wave of success 
of single “Havana” 
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USA SNAPSHOTS? 


30% 


of global working 
professionals accepted 
their jobs fully or in part 
because of the business 
travel opportunities 
they offered. 
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SOURCE Booking.com for Business survey of 
17,038 adults in 24 countries 
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Doctors suspect lead poisoning stunted the growth of Shar Allen Hardy’s son Wilson, who will be 2 in February. After the 


~*~ 


family moved out of Cincinnati, they say his condition improved. LIZ DUFOUR/USA TODAY NETWORK 


Kids must be retested for lead 


7 million poison-detecting procedures may have been faulty 


Carrie Blackmore Smith 
and Hannah Sparling 


The Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Tests given to millions of kids since 
2014 to detect lead poisoning may not 
have worked properly, delivering false 
low results to an unknown number of 
American families. 

As many as 7 million tests per- 


formed on children over three years 
could have been wrong, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion. The tests’ manufacturer is confi- 
dent the number is millions lower. 
Parents may not realize that routine 
doctor visits should include a blood test 
to screen children for lead. In the bar- 
rage of questions about a baby’s devel- 
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“Any kid coming in for any- 
thing — a snotty nose — we 
retest them.” 


Nicholas Newman 
Environmental Health and Lead Clinic 


N. Korea can’t get enough literary ‘Fire and Fury’ 


Kim Hjelmgaard 
USA TODAY 


Michael Wolff’s book about Presi- 
dent Trump’s White House has made 
its way to one of the most isolated cor- 
ners of the planet: Kim Jong Un’s North 
Korea, where state media praised it 
Thursday for foretelling “Trump’s polit- 
ical demise.” 

The book, Fire and Fury: Inside the 
Trump White House, has received 
mixed reviews: Some critics and read- 
ers call it an unputdownable exposé of a 
juvenile and dysfunctional administra- 
tion, and others say it amounts to little 


more than unsubstantiated gossip. 

North Korea’s Rodong Sinmun news- 
paper said ina commentary that robust 
sales for the book reflected “rapidly 
surging anti-Trump sentiments in the 
international community.” 

The paper said the “anti-Trump 
book is sweeping all over the world, so 
Trump is being massively humiliated 
worldwide,” and “voices calling for the 
impeachment of Trump are on the rise 
not only in the United States but also 
abroad.” 

Since the book was published about 
aweek ago, it “has triggered a debate on 
whether Trump is qualified to be presi- 


dent, even in Western Europe,” the 
newspaper said. 

Fire and Fury, which takes its title 
from Trump’s threat to unleash “fire 
and fury” after North Korea’s missile 
and nuclear tests, sold 29,000 copies its 
first weekend after being published Fri- 
day. Digital sales topped 250,000, and 
audio sales exceeded 100,000, accord- 
ing to John Sargent, CEO of Macmillan, 
the parent company of the book’s pub- 
lisher, Henry Holt. 

The publisher increased an initial 
announced printing of 150,000 to more 
than 1 million, according to the Associ- 
ated Press. 
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